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Written by an author born and raised in the Message of William Branham, this short and concise
book has helped numerous people over the last ten years to come to terms with the enormous
deception and negligence that characterized Branham's conduct and communications both on
and off the pulpit. This book demonstrates that the main pillars of the Message - Branham's
supernatural claims - are completely false or thoroughly misunderstood. It is a rigorous
examination of the factual claims of the Message based on verifiable information."This is one of
the books that helped me to start seeking the Truth." - John Collins, former Branham Tabernacle
member and grandson to Pastor Willard Collins.



A Logical Refutation of Branham's MessageFrom an author born and raised in the
MessageNathan Rivera2020Copyright © 2011, 2012, 2020 Nathan RiveraAll rights reservedNo
part of this book may be reproduced, or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without express
written permission of the publisher.For Joe Mikisa (1991-2019)ContentsTitle
PageCopyrightDedicationPreface to the third editionINTRODUCTION1. Fear is the Name of the
Game2. Psychological Barriers that get in the Way3. There was no Cloud on Mt. Sunset4. Core
Teachings of the Message are borrowed from Clarence Larkin5. Branham was Extremely
Unreliable and Error-Prone6. The Dark Side of the Message7. A Final Word, and What to Expect
from BelieversNotesTELL ME WHAT YOU THINKPreface to the third editionOn a calm day in
my hometown ten years ago, I sat down in a quiet room and began to write the first edition of A
Logical Refutation of Branham's Message. I have asked myself, over the years, what my real
motivation for writing this book was. Surely it's not glamorous business to weaken other people's
faith - to take away something that most likely grants them peace and fulfillment and enables
them to live happy and productive lives. But such misgivings were not apparent in the
unapologetic tone of this book, and I later began to wonder why this was the case. One decade
later, I now understand, rather ironically, that the unapologetic tone in A Logical Refutation was
an unmistakable product of being born and raised in the Message.As the son of a Message
minister, I grew up watching my father on the pulpit, preaching the Message passionately, telling
his congregation to believe the Message - not primarily because it would bring them peace, or
that it was fun and exciting - but because it was the truth. My father's face would glow as he told
the story of how he made the decision to leave Catholicism behind - the faith of his upbringing -
to come into the Message as a young man. He had discovered the truth, he said, and he was
now going to profess it for the rest of his life.In my part of the world, Message ministers have a
noticeably different style of officiating in weddings and funerals, when large numbers of non-
believers are usually present within these gatherings. Ministers regard these as opportunities to
be fishers of men, to preach the truth of the Message to the "denominational" people sitting
among them. Catholics are advised to stop "worshipping idols"; the papacy is denounced and
rebuked; Pentecostals are advised to "leave sensations behind" and "get into the Word", and so
forth. These Message ministers never seem to be concerned about causing offense to non-
believers by attacking their faith and beliefs - the mission to bring the truth to non-believers
overrides the need to be sensitive about their feelings. This is the religious environment within
which I grew up.And so when I discovered another truth myself - that William Branham's
supernatural claims were false - I subconsciously did exactly what my father did as a young man:
I turned my back on the faith of my childhood and began to profess my newly-discovered truth, in
my case by sitting down to write A Logical Refutation of Branham’s Message. And just like the
Message ministers in those weddings and funerals, I was not really bothered about being polite
to Believers - my attacks on Branham were scathing - because the truth needed to be told. In a
quite amusing irony that still makes me smile, the spirit of my Message upbringing was still



flowing in my veins, but this time the guns were justifiably trained on the Message itself.I
perfectly expected to receive bellicose emails from angry Message Believers once the book
came out. But a few months in, a different category of emails began to grow larger and larger:
former Believers writing to thank me for helping to bring them out of the Message. From Europe
and Africa, from North and South America, from every corner of the world, people wrote to say
thank you for the book. Some of those who read it told me they actually intended to go a step
further to begin informing other people about the falsehoods of the Message, like John Collins,
formerly of the Branham Tabernacle; and the Bergen family in Canada who formerly ran the
Message website Believe the Sign.As you dive into this book, I feel obliged to share one
important lesson I have learnt in those ten years since the first edition of this book came out,
something that young people coming out of the Message should particularly pay attention to:
The spiritual void experienced once an individual leaves a high control religious cult like
Jehovah's Witnesses, Mormonism or the Message can be enormous. If not attended to,
disastrous consequences will surely follow. Don't underestimate the need to find an alternative
source of spiritual fulfillment if at all you want to lead a meaningful, satisfying life. Search
wherever you will, but don't rest until you find a new means of connecting with an energy greater
than yourself that makes you want to be kind, loving, forgiving and generous; to do your duty; to
attend to the needs of those around you; and which calls your attention to the beauty of the
world around you. Don't rest, dear reader, until you get there. And here's to all those who, after
leaving the Message, have found peace and joy in their lives like they've never felt
before.INTRODUCTIONI was raised in a family of Message believers. I would be amused, rather
than offended, if you chose to describe me as the “black sheep” of the family; seeing as my
parents and siblings are all Message believers. Several decades ago, my father was a great
Message missionary. A sizeable chunk of my family friends still subscribe to this religion – and
as such it would be heartbreaking if this book came out as a spiteful attack on Message
believers; or as a manifestation of much hatred of believers on my part. I do not hate Message
believers, and I love dearly my friends who are still in the Message. It is William Branham and his
religion that this book is concerned with, and the author hopes that the readers will see it that
way. What follows in the next few chapters is only meant to help Message believers ask some
very important questions about their beliefs.Great minds have previously endeavored to
demonstrate that religious belief is not based on the truth value of religious teachings, but rather
on a prolonged process of mental conditioning. But we do not even need great minds to come to
terms with this obvious reality. It can be safely inferred – through mere observation - that people
do not follow certain teachings because it can be shown that those teachings are true; rather
they follow those teachings because they believe that they are true, whether or not they can
defend those beliefs with incontrovertible evidence. You‘ve probably heard of this kind of
speculation in many forms - if Osama bin Laden happened to have been adopted as a child by
Christian parents living in some tiny town in the southern United States, he most probably would
have become a devout - and probably fundamentalist - Christian. If he had been brought up by



Message-believing parents, he most probably would still be subscribing to Branham’s religion.
Most religious grown-ups subscribe to the religion of their parents. This clearly shows that
people do not decide to follow a particular religion after objectively evaluating its claims; rather
they follow the religion they were conditioned to follow since childhood. And there lies our
problem.This mental conditioning takes place from infancy to adulthood - and from there is
entrenched in the mind; becoming almost impossible to remove. If this was not the reality, a
simple treatise such as this would suffice as a consciousness-raiser to a majority of Message
believers. Unfortunately, the sad truth is that many adherents will not bother to objectively cross-
check what their religion tells them. The Muslim will not objectively investigate Muhammad’s
incredible claims; the Mormon will not verify the historicity of narratives in the Book of Mormon,
and so forth. Likewise, the Message believer will not investigate Branham‘s claims. Any attempts
at these kinds of explorations are deemed highly blasphemous; and fear itself is enough to
prevent such initiatives. Closely allied to this situation is a tendency that is indeed interesting:
people will often dismiss the credulity of the follower of a rival religion as stupidity, while giving
special status to their own very similar credulity. The cow-worshipping Shaivist cannot for his life
figure out how a billion people believe that an angel dictated the Qur’an word-for-word to
Prophet Muhammad. Go figure.As a result, it‘s almost a futile exercise to try and talk people out
of what they believe in by proving that what they believe in is false, and it is why I am assured
that this book will be very offensive to the Message believer, whether or not its contents are true.
The very attempt of this book to prove Branham wrong (whether justified or not) is likely to send
the Message believer into a frenzied anger – and therefore make it impossible for him or her to
objectively consider the arguments contained here. How I wish you would choose to become an
exception to this very predictable pattern.As sad as these realities are, there is still the rare
Message believer to whom the dubious nature of Branham’s claims will be as clear as day once
they come across certain facts about him and ministry. Then there is the quiet skeptic who
already has some doubt in his heart but is filled with fear and has therefore come to a point of
stagnation. (Fear has been known to inspire incredibly irrational standpoints, this one being a
case in point: I have known of a former Message believer who at some point in his life had
become an atheist; but would still somehow be filled with terror when speaking against
Branham’s teachings!) Then there is the individual who has already left the Message but is still
unsure whether she did the right thing by walking away. It is for these three kinds of people that
this work has been prepared.Going through my collection of Message books, I find that the
earliest transcribed sermon I have is Faith is the Substance, preached on the 12th of April, 1947.
By the 1940s Branham was already preaching his doctrines, although they had not grown as
controversial as they would later become. The 1940s might sound very recent, but what I’d like
you to come to terms with is the difference between now and then regarding especially the ease
of access to information. This was more than thirty years before Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak
would build the personal computer; more than 40 years before Al Gore would “invent the
internet”; and long before the world would see a mobile phone in action. The best means of



accessing information then was a walk to the library; a facility that was rare in many parts of the
world. In the early decades and early in the second half of that century, when our parents got
introduced to the Message, the world was a natural North Korea. The believability of the
Message was undoubtedly enhanced by this helplessness of the masses.Compare those days
with the world of today, where a person in the most far-flung remote enclave can access almost
any information they require through a small hand-held device, let alone a personal computer.
Listeners today will reach for their mobile devices to check the veracity of what a speaker is
trying to convey. Oppressive regimes in the Middle East have been toppled through the use of
these impressive communication technologies. These are not Branham’s times when any man
with a nice suit and the gift of the gab could stand before an audience and peddle outright
fabrications unchallenged. We are not living in times when any layman with access to a word
processor can manage to mislead the masses without loads of criticism: one of such laymen in
Branham‘s times was a man named Lee Vayle, who helped Branham to come up with that
unfortunate cluster of plagiarized materials, An Exposition of the Seven Church Ages, which
would not have survived even a week of the kind of scrutiny books go through nowadays as
soon as they become available to the public.This is a crucial difference we have to exploit.
Thanks to this accessibility of information, you can now investigate each and every claim made
by Branham. You can contact and hear from people who have testimonies about Branham. We
can cross-check every historical statement made by Brother Branham for its authenticity. This
was not quite easy to do a long time ago as it is now, and it is an opportunity you cannot afford to
let slip through your hands. And for the individual who already doubts the Message - in the same
spirit - do not allow me to exploit your doubt. Do not hesitate to use that same power to cross-
check and verify the information contained in this book. Until such a time as this is done, the
simplest rebuttals from Message believers are likely to sway the new skeptic.If every word in this
book is read with utmost contemplation, many readers will have big questions by the time they
are done with the last chapter. This is why it is recommended that you do not skip a single word
in this book; and to this end I have taken great effort to keep things very brief, including the book
itself; and great efforts have been taken to put things across in simple language.“There is a
mean streak in anyone who will destroy another's faith”. This quote, and many other similar
ones, has been used by all kinds of believers to rebuke people who take the time and effort to
expose false teachings. It is ambiguous in many respects, and whether it applies to some very
harmful forms of “faith” is debatable. What I ask them in reply is this: Isn’t there immense beauty
in breaking free from a needlessly constricted and limited life? We only get one lifetime here on
this earth; why would we want to spend it helplessly bound by false beliefs? I believe that if a
person has broken free from a false belief system; and feels generally satisfied in life than she
has ever been as a result, then it would be mean for her not to share the source of that
happiness with others. What follows here is the product of a decision to share my reasons for
leaving the Message with people who are still adherents of – or are affected by – the
Message.The inclusion of the word logical in the title is not just a random choice: it reflects the



approach of this book. I will not dwell much on doctrinal issues, for such discussions rarely yield
any kind of consensus. People can be quite creative in putting together scriptural machinations
to support their points of view. Instead, we’ll be concerning ourselves only with the truth value of
Branham’s claims and narratives, those that can be rationally tested. My business here is to
show you that the supernatural pillars of our adherence to the Message are false. That’s right:
the occurrences and events that form the sine qua non of the Message are non-existent or
misinterpreted by Branham. There was no cloud on Sunset; there were no Seven Church Ages
or assigned messengers; Branham‘s faith healings were eventual disasters in many cases; his
"revelations" are stolen from other writers; and so forth. Buckle up and brace yourself – you
definitely want to find out what is in store. Having been there; having talked and introduced
people to it; having been the model Message believer at one time; I contend that I am in a good
position to talk to you about this matter. If the things contained in this book are true, as we shall
see, then Branham‘s religion falls flat on its face.1. Fear is the Name of the GameFears are
educated into us, and can, if we wish, be educated out. - KARL AUGUSTUS MENNINGERI
remember that evening with a remarkable vividness: it was around seven o‘clock when one of
the ministers was called upon to conclude the mid-week service with a word of prayer. An ardent
believer myself, I never missed these services. I was sitting somewhere in the back row, leaning
backward on my seat, when the minister made the sad announcement: a death notice. We had
lost a brother - or at least a former brother - in a car accident. But he didn‘t stop there. Pointing
towards a picture of the Sunset Cloud hanging above him, he made a proclamation on the cause
of his death: “This brother tried to disprove the Sunset Cloud that appeared to the Prophet. He
tried to prove the Prophet wrong. Yesterday he was involved in a road accident, and he died.”
The congregation was dead silent as they contemplated the obvious implication: speak against
the prophet, and you’re dead.Think about hell just for a moment. This word scares each and
every person who believes that the place exists. In very brief terms, it‘s said to be a very hot
place purposefully created for the cooking of Satan and sinful people. William Branham says
many times that he was taken on a tour of hell. He says, “There was no God there. It was just a
endless, horrible, oh, nightmare. Burning, blazing hell, would be a pleasure to be in there beside
of that...And I got into a place, smoke, and dark, and sick; and oh, such a feeling.”[1] In another
instance he says, “When I was in the realms of the lost, I screamed, “Oh, God, don't never let a
person come here.” You can't... There's no tongue can it describe to you what the horrors of it is.
There's no way for me to tell you. If you believe that there is a burning hell full of fire and
brimstone, that would be a cool shady green pasture to the sight of what the horrors of this lost
condition was in and the misery that has--that has associated that place.”[2]That‘s right, fire and
brimstone according to Branham are luxuries compared to hell‘s real suffering. If anyone
currently believes that Branham is a true prophet, why would they want to mess around with the
Message? They might end up in hell! They might deny it, but hell is one of the coercive factors
behind the veneration William Branham enjoys among Message believers. Those who do not
believe the Message, and worse still, those who ridicule the prophet, will end up in hell. There‘s



a special group of offenders who supposedly seal their fate right here on earth: those who
blaspheme the Holy Spirit. This sin cannot be forgiven, on earth or in heaven. This rule from the
New Testament book of Matthew[3] is used by false teachers to wrap terror around their
teachings. For instance, the overly devout Message believer reading this book may have already
concluded that the author is definitely bound for hell, having crossed the unforgivable line by
speaking against the “Seventh Messenger” for these “last days”.According to Branham, a lad
once came forward and decided to test the prophet‘s faith healing and discernment capabilities.
As he was preaching during a meeting in Canada, the man wrote on a prayer card that he had
cancer and tuberculosis, while in real fact, he didn‘t. During the prayer service he went up to the
line and repeated his claims, confronting the prophet to heal him. The prophet cautioned him
repeatedly, but the warnings fell on deaf years. As a consequence the prophet smote him with
both cancer and tuberculosis. The prophet says that he told him: “The things that you put on your
card, you have. Both cancer and TB.” The man immediately became gravely ill, says the prophet,
“And he fell down on the platform. But the last time I heard him, I never heard no more, just a
letter from some of the people that he was in a serious condition. So we're not playing church.”[4]
Although no medical records, testimony from medical personnel, friends or family have since
been obtained to corroborate Branham’s claim that the young man acquired these diseases, this
is a disturbing story that would fill the believer with dread, never to play around with the prophet
again.Woe unto you if you miss the rapture. If Branham‘s teachings are anything to go by, you‘ll
be in for a very rough time. There will be great conflicts all over the world, and no one will be left
alive. In his own words, the battle of Armageddon will “destroy all things.”[5] Great confusion and
anguish is in store for those who shall not satisfy the criteria for being a part of the Bride. No one
would wish the suffering that is supposedly coming onto this sinful world on their worst enemy.
Just before the rapture is to take place, the city of Los Angeles will, according to Branham, sink
deep into the ocean. “God Almighty will sink them”, he says.[6] Millions of people will perish
during this event that will move and shock the world.Meet fear. It‘s probably what you‘re
beginning to experience after reading the first few paragraphs of this chapter. Right now, if you
were born and raised in the Message, or have been its long time adherent, you probably are
filled with fear just for daring to read this book. You might even be filled with pity for the author
because of the curses he is attracting towards himself for speaking against the prophet of our
age. But for you to really engage and accompany me into a simple and practical journey that lies
in the chapters ahead, this is a feeling you will have to conquer. It‘s a feeling I had to conquer
myself before I abandoned the Message, before I gained the courage to speak against it, and
before I set out to begin research work on this book about a year ago. My initial remarks
concerning fear at this point is just to point out that those feelings are completely normal. You are
not alone.To begin with, let’s deal with one of these sources of fear: the notion that bad things
happen to people who speak against the prophet, the one used by the Message minister
mentioned at the beginning of this chapter. Adherents and apologists of questioned teachings
will often pick a few cases of terrible things that happened to people who opposed them and



present that as proof of supernatural endorsement for their false teachings. This hopeless
technique is achieved by relating ordinary misfortune to the act of opposing whatever snake oil
is being peddled. To illustrate this point, take the case of the brother who got involved in a road
accident. Anyone on this planet may be unfortunate enough to get involved in a road accident –
believers and non-believers alike - and it does happen from time to time. But when it happens to
someone who was trying to disprove the prophet, it just happens that the road accident was a
result of that person’s decision to oppose the Message.If you have been in the Message for a
long time you most probably will have come under the influence of this fallacious technique at
some point in your life. The fear generated from this method may be temporarily addressed by
thinking about all the people who have spoken against the Message for virtually their entire
lifetimes and are still walking tall and strong on God‘s green earth. However, as the truth begins
to set in, this fear will gradually disappear. The bit they leave out when talking about bad things
that happened to people who spoke against the Message is about the millions of people who
have been introduced to it but were reflective and informed enough not only to reject it but to
speak and warn others against it, and are still living happy lives free from the bondage of a false
religion.Launch your research today. Investigate how many online groups, individuals across the
world, Christian groups and counter-cult organizations are speaking against the Message on
this planet and you will find that they are quite numerous. These groups and organizations jointly
have thousands of members. Add to this number the millions of people who have been
introduced to the Message and have gone on to rubbish it and the number of religious leaders
who constantly warn their members against the Message. If speaking against Branham brings
about serious consequences such as death, anti-Branhamism would be ranked among top
killers in the world amongst the likes of Cancer and AIDS.It is easy, when enclosed in the cocoon
of the Message, to think that very few people leave the Message and talk to others against it,
and that those who do so suffer bad things in their lives as a result. Nothing could be further from
the truth. First and foremost, we former Believers live very normal, satisfying lives. We do not
need the Message to be happy or to assuage the fear of hell, because we don‘t have any. We‘re
not going to burn in hell for abandoning a false religion. There are quite a number of us out here,
and as the information contained in this book continues to reach more Believers, our numbers
will definitely continue to grow. There is nothing to fear for now, only an open mind is required.
The good thing about the evidence that follows is that it is quite strong - not even fear will prevent
you from seeing it. In the course of this book I will provide some suggestions for online
communities of former believers where you can continue to listen to our side of the story after
you‘re done reading this book.Branham’s supernatural displays, like his claim that he smote that
poor lad with cancer and tuberculosis, may also scare some people. One may ask, what about
the signs and wonders that Branham performed? Wouldn‘t a person in their right mind fear and
respect what he had to say? Branham dazzled hundreds of thousands of people with his
wonders. I am not declaring their authenticity. We can get into a debate on whether his miracles
were “real” or not – and we will in the coming chapters – but for the sake of this particular



argument, let’s assume that his signs, wonders and miracles were “real.”If we were to believe
every Tom, Dick and Harry that serves a dinner of great miracles and then offers a dessert of
doctrines for us to believe in, then the world would be overwhelmed with countless “true” beliefs.
Branham did not possess a monopoly on signs and wonders, and if you are a Message believer
just because of the fact that he performed miracles then it‘s high time you began to reconsider
your beliefs. Supernatural powers have been claimed by founders of almost all major religions in
the world, including Islam. Prophet Muhammad also allegedly had supernatural experiences
during which the Angel Gabriel would dictate the Qur‘an, and was even at one time flown from
Mecca to Al-Aqsa in Jerusalem, and then to heaven and back.Supernatural abilities cannot be
relied on to establish the truth of any religious proposition. Many charismatic Christian leaders
have been said to possess phenomenal supernatural abilities. These include the likes of Smith
Wigglesworth, Oral Roberts, Aimee McPherson and the absurd Benny Hinn. There are many
testimonies of people who allegedly have been miraculously healed by these people including
the blind recovering their sight, the lame rising up to walk, the deaf being able to hear. Yet these
religious figures carry with them very divergent doctrines - some even directly contradicting each
other – therefore giving us a red light when it comes to relying on supernatural abilities to
authenticate spiritual doctrines. There are numerous people – and you should investigate – that
are said to be endowed with amazing “supernatural” talents and some of them do not even
profess any religion.Message believers will mention things such as mysterious lights in the
prophet‘s photographs as God‘s vindication of his Message. If you consult books such as the
Supernatural series by Owen Jorgensen, you will come across phenomenal supernatural things
that Mr. Branham allegedly used to do. He apparently could tell his friends what kind of fish they
would catch and at what time before they set off for a fishing trip, and it would happen exactly as
he said – according to one of these books. At this point we‘re not questioning whether or not
Branham possessed these capabilities; we‘re questioning whether - if we assume he was
capable - this should be grounds for believing everything that he told us.As we will see in the
coming chapters, Branham used to claim that the supernatural events surrounding his life were
proof that his teachings were biblical. Authors of the Bible clearly anticipated this kind of
scenario. They had laid down some doctrines – but what if someone came along and taught
contrary to them, and performed some miracles to enhance their credibility? The Bible
instructed that such people should be dismissed even with their miracles, and further it was
written in the book of Matthew:On that day many will say to me, “Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your name?”
And I will declare to them, “I never knew you; depart from me, you evil doers.”[7]Christians may
draw several conclusions from this verse. First and most important of all, the Bible is saying that
there are people who perform miracles - but those miracles are not from God, and even worse,
they will end up in hell. Secondly, we see from this verse that evil doers will have the ability to
perform miracles, according to the Bible. Therefore we cannot prove or disprove teachings
based on signs and wonders performed by the messenger. If your preacher gathers some



quotes from the Message in which the prophet says that his signs and wonders were proof that
what he was saying was true, you know how to respond – at least in your mind – since Message
churches do not allow for too much, if any, questioning of commonly held beliefs. Any time you
feel afraid of doubting Branham because of his alleged supernatural displays, recall that you‘ve
not been moved before by “denominational” preachers who put up impressive faith healing
displays. They don‘t terrify you one bit, and in a similar way, Branham‘s alleged supernatural
capabilities should not scare you at all.
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